State Oral Health Plan Comparison Tool

Overview & Methods
The State Oral Health Plan Comparison Tool is a relational database with the latest information on state oral health plans. Each state plan has been analyzed and their components categorized into 22 distinct content areas to allow for simple evaluations and easy interstate comparisons. Furthermore, each checkmark within the Comparison Tool is an active hyperlink that, when clicked, will take the user to the exact language from the original state plan that corresponds to a given content area. The Comparison Tool includes web links to every original state oral health plan for easy access to the original source material.
Background
The State Oral Health Policy Comparison Tool was originally developed in 2005-06 to provide an overview of the current state of state oral health plans and to facilitate cross-state comparisons. Over the past four years, states funded through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) State-Based Oral Disease Prevention Program and other states have updated or created new plans. The Comparison Tool captures the most recent information through August 15, 2010.   
Using the Comparison Tool
The Comparison Tool provides an overview of what is included in each state’s oral health plan, categorizing the goals and objectives into 22 categories. A basic sum for each state and individual category is also provided. Each check mark (X) is an active document-based hyperlink that, when clicked, will take the user to the specific language within the oral health plan pertaining to that particular category. The Comparison Tool also has a tab entitled, “State Links” that contains web hyperlinks that, when click, will take the user to the original state oral health plan of a given state.
Research Methods
The State Oral Health Policy Comparison Tool was developed using multiple internet-based resources to search for the most recent plans available for public consumption. The CDC-DOH website provided a basis for locating the oral health plans of 16 states receiving funding from CDC-DOH. As the CDC-DOH list of oral health plans had not been updated (as of this writing) since March 11, 2010, these plans were cross-checked via the use of internet search engines (Google, Yahoo, etc.) to ensure they were in fact the most recent state oral health plans. In several cases the plans had indeed been updated since March 2010. 
Internet searches, as described previously, were also used to locate the state oral health plans of those states not currently funded by CDC-DOH.
Categorization
State oral health plans have multiple components aimed at addressing the various sectors of oral health in an effort to systematically affect change and improvement within the state. Each plan approaches similar issues differently, which required the imposition of categories to allow for cross-state comparisons. Some categories are self-explanatory, while others require some further definition:
· Work Force Issues:  Any component of a plan that aims to improve recruitment, retention, and capacity of the oral health workforce within the state.
· Access to Care:  Any component of a plan that either specifically aims to address the general public’s access to dental services or implies it through improved access to dental insurance, providing physical transportation options to providers, etc.
· Safety Net/Underserved Populations:  Any component of a plan that aims to improve services and care for underserved/at-risk populations, to reduce disparities, to improve or increase the number of community health centers and other safety net services/facilities, etc.
Two population categories were added to this version of the Comparison Tool that did not exist in the first iteration:
· Seniors

· Disabled/Special Needs

The following categories were amended for greater specificity and/or to better fit the current objectives in state oral health plans:

· Early Childhood –> Early Childhood (0-5 years)

· Evaluation –> Program/Policy Evaluation

· Community Health/Underserved Areas –> Safety Net/Underserved Areas

· Burden Documents/Surveillance –> Surveillance/Data Reporting/Outcomes Targets

· Medicaid/Medicaid-equivalent Funding –> Medicaid/Medicaid-equivalent Funding and Care
